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The Barrington Cultural Arts 
Center (BCAC) is an all-volunteer,  
not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) organization 
made up of local artists. Through its 

home gallery, located in the Ice House 
Mall (IHM), and satellite galleries, 
located throughout the Barrington 

area, BCAC facilitates the exhibition 
and sale of its members' works and 
provides educational and learning 

experiences for artists.  

IHM Gallery Hours: 
Friday 12 – 3 PM 

Saturday 10 AM – 4 PM 

Local area artists are welcome to join.  
For membership information, contact:  

barringtonculturalartscenter@gmail.com

“We’re all players in this thing called life, at different levels, with 
different complexities” – Patricia believes that as we explore the 
world, we are exploring ourselves and vice versa. When she began 
painting, she often worked with family portraits to tell the stories 
of her ancestors, and later gravitated to exploring ideas, emotions 
and concepts. She often incorporates birds as the actors – birds are 
beautiful in their simplicity and instinctive behaviors and they 
don’t get in the way of the message. She works with mixed media 
- acrylic, pastels, papers, textures and found objects, sometimes 
embellishing with oils. 
Patricia relocated here from Camano Island, WA a few years ago. 
There, she exhibited in various venues regionally and in Seattle. 
Patricia has work published in the book, The Women of Mary’s 
Place, a collection of biographies and portraits of homeless and 
previously homeless women in Seattle who have sought refuge 
and sanctuary at Mary’s Place. All proceeds from the book go 
toward helping these women reach a stable, safe place in the 
community. 
Patricia was also commissioned to paint her interpretation of the 
ancestral home of Rose Laughlin for the cover of her CD, “House  
of Memories” (www.roselaughlin.com). 
Recently, Patricia was honored with the First Place award in the 
Artist’s Magazine’s 2016 All Media Competition, Mixed Media 
category, for her painting, “Options”. 
Additional works by Patricia can be found at:   
www.pmrobinsonstudio.com.
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Celebrations! 
Sharron Boxenbaum’s 
painting, “Into the Garden”, 
Sandra Peek’s painting, 
“Humming Bird 2”, a card and 
box of colored pencils from 
Catherine Nealy, and one of 
Chuck Sisson’s paintings 
(photo not available) all sold at 
the Barrington Arts Festival. 

BCAC Wants to Celebrate You! 
Have you recently entered an art competition, been 
accepted into a juried show, won a prize for your work, 
finished a workshop, or sold a painting?  Whatever your 
accomplishment, let us know.  Send an e-mail with your 
information and, if relevant, a photo of your artwork to 
Sandra Chlebek at sandra@chlebek.com to be placed in 
the newsletter.

Save the Date 

June 10  
Michael Latala  

Charcoal/Portrait Demo 
IHM Gallery 

2:00 - 4:30 PM 

June 9, June 30 
Painting with Ann 

IHM Gallery 
9:30-12:00 
1:00-3:30 

June 20 
BCAC Plein Air Meet-up 

Cuba Marsh 
9:00 AM 

Rain date: June 21  

July 11 
BCAC Plein Air Meet-up 
Alley behind Francesca’s 

9:00 AM 
Rain date: July 18 

July 22 
BCAC Meeting 
IHM Gallery 

1:30 PM  

mailto:sandra@chlebek.com
mailto:sandra@chlebek.com
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Art Notes by Ann Feldman 
We’ve Got History 

I've been painting portraits from live model sittings for 
many years now.  Heaven knows I don't do it for fame or 
fortune; I rarely sell one of these paintings, and I have 
dozens of them stacked high in my studio.  On the evenings 
when I get together with my fellow artists to gather around 
a model, it's often snowing or raining hard, and I don't get 
home again until around 11:00 PM.   

So why do I do it, week after week, year after year? 
Because, no other subject gives me a thrill the way 
capturing a person's likeness, and sometimes even their 
personality on canvas does.  I can paint a really wonderful 
apple or bunch of flowers, or even a sunset and be happy 

with it, but I'm never as fulfilled as I am after a session with a live, breathing, human 
being in front of me, surrounded by like-minded artists who are my friends.  We are all 
after the same thing — to describe and translate the uniqueness of the person sitting 
before us onto canvas.  And when we come close, we feel that thrill. 

If you haven’t painted or drawn a portrait in a while, I suggest you give it another try. 
Even working from photos of friends or family will almost certainly bring a smile to 
your face. There’s just nothing like a portrait! 

Visit Ann’s blog:
www.annafeldman.blogspot.com
Or Ann’s website:
www.annfeldmanart.com

Painting Jen in the Studio  
May, 2017

Jen,  
2011

Jen,  
2016

http://www.annafeldman.blogspot.com/
http://www.annfeldmanart.com/
http://www.annafeldman.blogspot.com/
http://www.annfeldmanart.com/
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Painting Classes with Ann Feldman 

SPRING CLASS SCHEDULE  
June 9, June 30 

Classes meet in the BCAC Ice House Mall Gallery in Barrington  
at 9:30 AM, starting with a demo/lecture from Ann.  

Time is then given to work on your own projects, or a project suggested by Ann.   
There is a break at noon for lunch. Painting resumes at 1:00 PM until 3:30 PM 

The morning only session fee is $35.  The whole day fee is $65.   
Participants have enjoyed having the entire day to devote to painting, a lot gets done! 

If you’d like to participate on any of these dates, please send Ann an email to be put on the class list. 
She will confirm with you a week before the class.  Prepayment will confirm your spot.   

Classes have wait lists. To avoid disappointment, please sign up early! 

ann.feldman@comcast.net 

Still Life Challenge 
Come to the BCAC gallery to participate in our on-going “Still 
Life Challenge”. The current vignette will be displayed through 
Friday, June 23rd.  The display is available during gallery hours, 
Fridays:12PM-3PM and Saturdays:10AM-4PM. 

mailto:ann.feldman@comcast.net
mailto:ann.feldman@comcast.net
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 Sharron Boxenbaum & Ron Smith  
Good Shepherd Health & Fitness

Doris Kucik 
Whisk Bakery & Coffee Shop

Artists Currently in Our Galleries 
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From My Perspective 
By Barbara English 

On Sunday, May 7, 2017 many members of the BCAC enjoyed a 
lecture and slides by Chicago artist Juan Rameriz.  A self-taught 
portraitist, Mr. Rameriz explained that he had studied the work, life 
and words of John Singer Sargent in a quest to answer for himself the 
question, “What is Realism?”   

In Juan’s research on Sargent, he discovered the artists, teachers, and 
others who influenced this great painter. Juan noted that Sargent’s 
parents were world travelers (both American, they lived in Italy and 

travelled to other European countries).  His mother, a watercolorist, had a profound artistic 
influence on him and by age 4 the boy already showed ability.  Mary Newbold Singer Sargent 
encouraged him to draw and paint the natural scenery around him.  By his teen years he 
developed a more gestural technique.  

Sargent had a great deal of education in drawing and painting from an early age.  His mother 
enrolled him in watercolor classes with Carl Walsh.  He was then enrolled at the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts in Paris, where he had to prove his talent to be accepted.  There he developed a 
more representational and detailed form of painting. 

From there he was enrolled with Carolus-Duran, from whom he learned to simplify scenes, 
darken the backgrounds and use fresh vivid color in a more immediate ala prima technique in 
which the brushstrokes created forms.  He also was taught to position the model in a more 
lively pose, rather than the stilted poses that many artists used, and to light the model in a more 
simplified way, not to show every detail of the clothing.   

Sargent was influenced by many other artists: French painter Leon Bonat influenced Sargent by 
emphasizing the accuracy of his drawing; Diego Velazquez influenced him to be more realistic, 
with an emphasis on textures and painting values as he saw them, not manipulating the light 
but accounting for the true light as seen from whatever the weather and time of day;  Frans 
Hals, who worked in middle values and then simplified the lights and darks, taught Sargent to 
bring out the character and expression of the subject.  There were others, too. Sargent painted, 
and painted with, Monet, and he met Degas, Rodin and Whistler. 

Although Sargent was influenced by so many, he really developed at least two dominant styles 
of portrait painting: For his commissions, he tended to create more detailed compositions, 
while for subjects of his own choice, he painted more loosely and impressionistically.  His 
talent and ability were so vast that he was able to accomplish both with great success.  

(continued on page 7) 
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From My Perspective (continued) 

Juan also talked about the great painter’s values and the relationships of lights in tonal areas, 
how he built the larger shape and refined it and how he did not “draw and fill in”.  

Juan showed many slides of Sargent’s works along with his talk.  Most notable were “Carnation, 
Lily, Lily, Rose” because of the more modern subject matter of little girls with lanterns and the 
use of the light from those as seen against the darker overall light, “Lady Agnew of Lochnaw” 
for the way he set the subject up against a teal background and sacrificed modeling her dress for 
a gestural pose and modeling the face accurately,  and the notorious “Portrait of Madame X” for 
her full-length pose in a dress that showed her in a dress of low décolletage, which also showed 
off her tiny waist and self-confident untraditional pose more than the French artistic community 
wanted to publicly accept at the time. 

In all, Juan Jr. Rameriz had a great deal of information on Sargent.  The talk was somewhat 
longer than planned because of his extensive research and slides and answering audience 
questions about both Sargent’s and his own art pursuits.  Juan has written a paper, “Sargent 
Notes”, a collection of Sargent’s words, available from Ramirez.  His email is 
juanjrramirez@yahoo.com.  https://www.instagram.com/juanjrramirezart/  You can also tag    
him on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/juanjrramirez  

Truly, the most remarkable part of the afternoon, for this audience member, 
was Ramirez’s own portrait paintings that he displayed during the lecture 
in BCAC gallery.  They were rendered beautifully and sensitively.  When 
looking at them I felt I could see not only what these subjects looked like, 
but their attitudes.  Especially in the case of the portrait of a young man 
wearing a suit jacket, I felt as though I could really see not only the 
subject’s physical looks, but his personality and more. It was as though I 
could almost read the subject’s inner thoughts.  Juan Ramirez is a young 
Chicago artist you will want to follow.  It is obvious from his recent work 
that, as a self-taught painter, his teacher really knew what he was doing! 

John Singer Sargent,  
Portrait of Madame X  
1884, oil on canvas, 
234.95 x 109.86 cm, 
Metropolitan  
Museum of Art

John Singer Sargent,  
Carnation, Lily, Lily, Rose  
1885-6, oil on canvas, 
support: 1740 x 1537 mm, 
Tate Museum

John Singer Sargent,  
Lady Agnew of Lochnaw 
1892, Oil on canvas, 
127 cm × 101 cm 
Scottish National Gallery, 
Edinburgh

Painting by  
Juan Jr Ramirez

mailto:juanjrramirez@yahoo.com
https://www.instagram.com/juanjrramirezart/
https://www.facebook.com/juanjrramirez
mailto:juanjrramirez@yahoo.com
https://www.instagram.com/juanjrramirezart/
https://www.facebook.com/juanjrramirez
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BCAC Plein Air Meet-ups 
June 20 (Tuesday) 9AM  Cuba Marsh, 24205 West Cuba Road,  
 Deer Park, IL 60010  
 Rain date: Wednesday, June 21  

July 11 (Tuesday) 9AM  Downtown Barrington, Meet at the Alley  
 behind Francesca’s, 100 E Station St.  
 Rain date: Wednesday, July 18 

August  1 (Tuesday ) 9AM  Location TBD 
 Rain date: Tuesday, Aug 8,  9AM 

To RSVP or be put on the BCAC plein air email list for future plein air  
meet-up information, email Sue Whitney: suewhitney@ameritech.net.  

This plein air event is open to and Free for BCAC members as well as non-members.  
It is a good way to have friends get acquainted with our organization.  
However, if a friend will be joining you, please include their name  

and email address in your RSVP. 

Photos from last month’s plein air meet-up at Crabtree Nature Center, Barrington.

Painting by Sue Whitney Painting by Chuck Sisson

mailto:Suewhitney@ameritech.net?subject=
mailto:Suewhitney@ameritech.net?subject=
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New Member 
Andrea Alto, MAAT, ATR 

Andrea Alto has a Master of Arts Degree in Art Therapy and is  
a Registered Art Therapist with the American Art Therapy 
Association. She has had an extensive career as a professional  
Art Therapist and Clinical Art Therapy Supervisor for graduate  
Art Therapy students. 

A highlight of her career was to be chosen to develop and facilitate 
the Art for Veterans program for veterans and their families in 
McHenry county in Illinois. 

Her artwork has been exhibited at the Lakeside Art Center in Crystal Lake, Illinois, the 
Old County Courthouse, Woodstock, Illinois and various community art shows in 
McHenry County. 

Andrea's primary inspiration as a wildlife/landscape artist has evolved from living on 
beautiful Lake Vermillion in Northern Minnesota and ongoing art instruction with Tom 
Nachreiner. 

As a "true" Minnesota native she enjoys time kayaking, 
snowshoeing, birdwatching and observing the wonders of 
nature and wildlife. 

She is a member of Americans for the Arts, Wildlife 
Society, International Crane Foundation, and Barrington 
Cultural Arts Center organizations. 
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Barrington Farmer’s Market Call for Artists 

The Barrington Farmer’s Market encourages local artists to participate in the Market by 
providing a booth space, free of charge, to a different artist each week. The Farmer’s 
Market runs from June 15 - Oct. 19, every Thursday from 2-7 PM.  It is located at Park 
Ave & Cook Street, in downtown Barrington.  A 10’ x 10’ tent is provided for the space, 
It is the artist’s responsibility to set up and take down the tent. The actual booth space is 
16’ x 20’, which allows an artist to pull their car in, behind the tent, and still have extra 
space along the sides. For more information, or to secure your date at the Artist’s booth, 
contact the Barrington Farmer’s Market’s Coordinator, Judy Bruce at: 847-323-8947 or 
judy.bruce@bairdwarner.com.

Barb Ross and Ann Parker  
man the BCAC booth at the  
Barrington Arts Festival,  
May 28, 2017.


